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Equilibrium  —  Finally  on  Track 

Included  in  this  mailing  are  issues  #3  and  #4  of  Equilibrium  for  this  year,  2003. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  another  delay  in  the  preparation  of  Issue  #3.  Issue  #4,  was 
prepared  by  our  new  Editor,  Jan  Berning,  and  Associate  Editor  Cliff  Lushbough.  Finally, 
with  this  mailing  we  are  back  on  track  with  Equilibrium.  Incidentally,  Issue  #3,  2003,  contains 
a  bonus  of  an  extra  eight  pages  (32  instead  of  the  normal  24). 

My  thanks  to  all  for  being  patient  with  the  Editors  and  your  Board  for  the  delays  we  have 
had  with  Equilibrium  (and  to  those  who  have  been  impatient,  all  I  can  do  is  apologize).  I 
believe  we  have  one  of  the  finest  journals  of  its  kind  being  published  today. 

Our  new  Editor,  Jan  Berning,  has  said  that  she  is  always  “in  the  market’  for  any  ideas  or 
articles  for  Equilibrium.  Sometimes  what  you  might  consider  to  be  mundane  could  be  of 
great  interest  to  the  rest  of  us. 

Report  on  The  West  Coast  Regional  Meeting 

On  October  1 1 , 2003,  twenty-five  members,  spouses,  and  friends  met  at  the  beautiful 
home  of  Clem  and  Kathy  Monday  in  Oroville,  California  for  the  second  West  Coast 
Regional  meeting  of  ISASC  members.  The  meeting  was  again  organized  by  Ralph 
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Bergmann  and  Patricia  from  San  Rafael.  Kathy  and  Clem  put  on  a  marvelous  lunch  for  all  of 
us.  They  were  assisted  by  Ken  and  Pat  Goodhue  who  live  within  a  ‘‘stone’s  throw”  from 
the  Mondays. 

Members  brought  various  unusual  or  recently  acquired  scales  and  weights  for  showing  and 
discussion.  Clem  has  a  collection  of  large  gold  scales,  most  of  which  he  has  beautifully 
restored,  that  is  exquisite.  We  toured  his  home  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  collection  and  his 
commentary  regarding  them.  We  then  went  down  the  hill  a  brief  distance  to  the  Goodhues’ 
home  and  were  given  a  tour  of  Ken’s  collection  of  scales,  which  features  some  of  the  finest 
scientific  balances  that  I  have  ever  seen. 

In  addition  to  myself,  the  Mondays,  Goodhues,  and  the  Bergmann’s,  the  following  were  in 
attendance:  Norm  and  Phyllis  Cima,  Menlo  Park,  Ca.;  Patricia  and  Will  Drew,  Calistoga, 

Ca.;  Bob  Foster,  Dayton,  Nevada;  Bill  and  Nancy  James,  Orinda,  Ca.;  Shirley  and  Bob 
Mohr,  Novato,  Ca.;  Dale  and  Donna  Reed,  San  Leandro,  Ca.;  William  and  Lynn  Reed, 

San  Rafael,  Ca.;  Dick  and  Jackie  Wagers,  Reno,  Navada;  Ruth  Willard,  San  Francisco,  Ca., 
and  Jack  Young  from  San  Diego,  Ca. 

Our  thanks  to  Ralph  for  organizing  the  meeting,  and  to  the  Mondays  and  Goodhues  for 


opening  their  homes  to  us. 
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Director’s  Report 

The  following  report  was  submitted  by  Board  of  Director’s  member,  Steve  Beare: 

This  past  Spring  I  met  Allen  Simpson  while  on  a  tour  of  Scottish  Scientific  Instruments,  and  learned  that 
Allen  was  seeking  sponsorship  of  a  completed  text  of  about  300,000  words  of  a  book  tentatively  titled: 
Metts,  Merchants  and  Markets:  The  Weights  and  Measures  of  Scotland  and  their  early  relationship  to 
those  of  England  and  the  Cities  of  Northern  Europe.  The  authors  are  Robin  Connor,  Professor  Emeritus 
at  the  University  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg  (author  of  The  Weights  and  Measures  of  England),  and  Allen 
Simpson,  former  senior  principal  curator  of  history  of  science  (and  now  research  fellow)  at  the  National 
Museums  of  Scotland,  Edinbururgh;  and  the  work  was  extensively  edited  by  Allison  Morrison-Low,  senior 
principal  curator  of  history  of  science  at  the  National  Museums  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh. 

This  will  be  a  prestigious  volume,  extensively  illustrated,  and  is  the  result  of  a  fifteen-year  research 
program  of  the  National  Museums,  and  is  likely  to  become,  and  remain,  a  standard  work  in  the  field.  The 
Museum  has  been  a  member  of  ISASC  from  Society’s  beginning,  and  all  the  authors  have  contributed  to 
Equilibrium. 

The  eight  chapters  of  the  main  text,  Part  1 ,  cover  the  main  chronological  developments  of  the  Scottish 
system,  seen  in  relation  to  key  English  and  other  external  units.  Part  II  of  the  book  comprises  an  inventory 
containing  over  250  detailed  and  illustrated  entries,  and  the  final  part  of  the  book  consists  of  a  series  of 
Appendices.  Of  particular  interest  to  ISASC  members  is  the  first  directory  of  Scottish  scale,  weight  and 
measures  makers,  which  makes  up  an  extensive  illustrated  Appendix. 

Consistent  with  ISASC’s  charter  to  encourage  scholarly  works  on  metrology,  your  Board  of  Directors 
approved  a  pledge  of  $2500  toward  the  estimated  $12,500  cost  of  the  publication.  The  goal  has  now 
been  nearly  met,  and  it  is  expected  that  publication  will  be  completed  in  2004,  and  ISASC  members  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  purchase  the  book  at  a  reduced  pre-publication  price. 


Election  of  Officers 

By  separate  mailing  you  received  a  ballot  for  the  election  of  two  positions 

on  your  six-member  Board  of  Directors.  Each  member  of  the  Board  is  elected  for  a  three- 

year  term.  On  December  31 ,  2003,  the  terms  of  Ruth  Willard  and  Edward  Konowitz 
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expire.  Ruth  has  agreed  to  be  a  candidate  for  another  three-year  term.  Ed  has  decided  to 
step  down  as  Treasurer  and  Board  member  after  many  years  of  outstanding  service.  Les 
Firth  of  Mercer  Pa.  has  agreed  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  Board  and  Treasurer’s  position. 

Les  has  been  a  long  time  member  of  ISASC  and  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that 
put  on  our  2002  convention  in  Pittsburgh.  Please  vote  if  you  have  not  already  done  so. 

Bits  and  Pieces 

David  Barnes  of  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio,  is  looking  for  an  indicator  and  poise  assembly  for  a 
“Toledo  fan  head  confectioner’s  scale”,  Model  605.  If  anyone  has  those  parts,  or  knows 
where  David  can  secure  them,  he  would  be  most  grateful.  David  Barnes,  1293  N.  State 
Route  19,  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio,  43449-9323.  Phone:  419/898-0734. 

David  Spence,  M.D.  —  Deceased  October  12,  2003 

We  were  all  sad  to  hear  of  the  sudden  passing  of  David  Spense,  husband  of  our  long-time 
member,  Mary  Anne  Murphy,  on  October  12,  2003.  David  was  born  in  Pittsburgh  and 
grew  up  in  Brentwood.  He  attended  Princeton  University  and  the  Harvard  Medical  School. 
After  service  in  the  Navy  during  the  Korean  War,  David  returned  to  Pittsburgh  and 
complete  his  residency  in  Psychiatry.  He  founded  the  first  community  mental  health  clinic  in 
the  Beaver  Pa.  area  and  subsequently  founded  the  Staunton  Clinic  at  Sewickley  Valley 
Hospital  where  he  served  as  Medical  Director  and  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Psychiatry  for 
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30  years.  David  was  an  avid  traveler  and  was  active  in  numerous  hobbies  and  ventures. 
At  the  annual  ISASC  convention  in  Pittsburgh  in  May  of  last  year,  David  and  Mary  Anne 
opened  their  home  to  us  to  view  not  only  Mary  Anne’s  scale  collection,  but  also  David’s 
various  collections.  David  was  a  most  gracious  host.  David  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary 
Anne,  three  sons,  Michael,  Kevin,  and  Andrew,  and  his  daughter  Victoria.  Memorial 
contributions  may  be  made  to  Post  Gazette  Charities,  Goodfellows  Toy  Fund,  P.O.  Box 
715,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15230 

Minneapolis  Convention  -  May  13  -  17,  2004 

Attached  to  this  newsletter  is  information  about  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  site  of  our 
2004  convention.  The  Convention  Committee,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Bob  Jibben, 
has  been  doing  a  fabulous  job  in  planning  this  event. 


Tom  Dooley,  President 
ISASC 


The  Land  of  1 0,000  Lakes  Hosts  the  2004  ISASC  Convention 

Come  Weigh  In! 

May  13-1 7th,  2004 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

The  convention  will  kick  off  Thursday  with  a  meal  at  Windows  on 
Minnesota  at  the  top  of  the  IDS  Tower.  This  tallest  building  in  Minnesota  has 
a  panoramic  view  of  the  Mississippi  River*  downtown,  several  lakes,  and  the 
western  suburbs. 

Friday  morning  will  include  a  visit  to  see  scales  in  action  at  the 
Minnesota  Grain  Testing  Laboratory  and  city  tour  enroute  to  Bob  Jibben’s 
collection.  Free  time  in  the  afternoon,  (see  suggestions  on  back  -  more 
details  later)  the  album  sharing,  and  fellowship  in  the  evening. 

The  program,  silent  auction,  and  banquet  will  be  on  Saturday.  Sunday 
will  include  the  program  and  free  time,  or  departure  for  some.  We  are 
planning  a  Monday  activity  to  include  a  trips  to  interesting  sites  in  the  twin 
cities. 

Plan  to  visit  the  $32  million  Mill  City  Museum  that  opened  in  the  fire  - 
ravaged  Washburn  A  Mill  in  September.  It  depicts  the  history  of  grain  and 
flour  production  from  1 880  to  1 930  when  Minnesota  was  the  world  capital 
for  the  production  of  flour. 

Please  make  plans  to  attend  and  extend  your  stay  to  sample  the  sites. 

Contact  any  committee  members  for  information:  Bob  Jibben,  Cleone  and 
Richard  Swanberg,  Henry  Quade,  Ruth  and  Don  Shaw,  or  Jan  and  Bill  Berning. 

information  about  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  and  Minnesota  may  be  found  at  the 
following  WEB  sites: 

www.minneapoiis.org  or  1  800  445-741  2 
www.mnhs.org  or  1  888  7278386 
www.exploreminnesota.com  or  1  800  657-3700 
www.funminnesota.com  or  1  952  858-8493 
www.isasc.com 


WELCOME  TO  MINNEAPOLIS/ST.  PAUL 


Minnesota  places  you  might  want  to  consider  visiting,  during  the  2004 
ISASC  Convention.  More  details  will  follow  or  you  can  check  on  them. 

Activity  Column  1 
MINNEAPOLIS 

American  Swedish  institute 

Bakken  Library 

Cudco  Clock  Museum 

Guthrie  Theater 

Historic  Fort  Snelling 

Mall  of  America 

Metrodome 

Mill  City  Museum 

Minneapolis  Grain  Exchange 

Minneapolis  Instutue  of  Arts 

Minneapolis  Sculpture  Garden 

Minnesota  Landscape  Arboretum 

Pavek  Radio/TV  Museum 

Walker  Art  Museum 

Welsmann  Art  Museum 

ST. PAUL 

Alexander  Ramsey  House 
Cathedral  of  St.  Paul 
Como  Park  Consevatory 
Como  Zoo 

James  J.  Hill  House 
Minnesota  State  Capitol 
Minnesota  History  Center 
Minnesota  Zoo 
Ordway  Music  Center 
St.  Paul  Chamber  Ochestra 
Schubert  Club 

Science  Museum  of  Minnesota 
Stone  Arch  Bridge 
Sibley  House 
Historic  Summit  Avenue 

GREATER  MINNESOTA 

Charles  A.  Lindbergh  Site  -  Little  Falls 

Ellingson  Car  Museum  -  Rogers 

Forest  History  Center  -  Grand  Rapids 

Folsom  House  -  Taylor  Falls 

Harkin  Store  -  New  Ulm 

Historic  Forestviile  -  Preston 

Historic  Stillwater  -  Stillwater 

Jeffers  Petroglyphs  -  Comfrey 

Mayo  Clinic  -  Rochester 

Mille  Lacs  Indian  Museum  -  Qnamia 

North  West  Commpay  Fur  Post  -Pine  City 

Red  Wing  Pottery  -  Red  Wing 

Split  Rock  Lighthouse  -  Two  Harbors 

Traverse  des  Sioux  -  St.  Peter 


